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THE DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVE
of Okaloosa, Santa Rosa and Walton Counties

March 1, 2010
Dear Sir or Madam:

TheDefense Support Initiative (DSI), sponsored by the Economic Development Cowsecilicing
Okaloosa County, Florida is comprised of 25 communitydescepresenting the community-based
military and defense support organizations from Santa,Ralssloosa and Walton Counties. These
three counties serve as home for NAS Whiting Field,rE4FB, Hurlburt Field, Duke Field and,
beginning in 2011, the US Army"®Special Forces Group (Airborne). The DSI joined forwith
Escambia and Bay Counties in 2006 to form a separate fivaycblamthwest Florida Defense
Coalition to support and enhance Northwest Florida’s military itegiahs, missions and national
security strategies. This merger extended the supportellanbw include NAS Pensacola, Tyndall
AFB and Naval Support Activity Panama City.

The Gulf of Mexico and the Eglin Gulf Range Complextig any measure or standard, a national
test and training treasure and asset. As weapon systdmgenaft become more sophisticated and
long-reaching, this test and training range takes on everegiggiortance in the national security
of the United States. It is a unique feature possessing utgqguand training capabilities and is
highly regarded by the Department of Defense and all the&miservices.

Many organizations in Northwest Florideve consistently fought to keep offshore or near-shore
drilling from the Eastern military mission line wat@fsthe Gulf. The Military Mission Line defines

a testing and training range that is crucial to the operatigdhe military in Northwest Florida and

is a critical national asset. The military instatlas in Northwest Florida provide a yearly economic
impact of over $17.5 billion and with 220,000 direct and indijebs. The offshore drilling
proponents argue that only $2.2 billion may be generated thenawarding of offshore drilling
leases in state waters. As you can see, this proposibes not make fiscal sense; much less
military, tourism or environmental health sense.

Past federal policies are in place protecting a Militsligsion Line running from Hurlburt Field
south into the Gulf, with oil and natural gas drillingtrected to the west of the line. This packet
provides_12resolutions and proclamations from the Northwest &#omegion supporting these
protective policies and opposing activity in the Gulf ofXi¢e that would adversely affect the
military missions and economic health of the regi®hank you for your consideration.

F\’<eS/7lfully Sﬁmitted
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DSI Chairman Director of Defense & Economic Initiat
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Military Operations in the Gulf
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testng, and training;

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Bay Defense Alliance strongly opposes the idea of
offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico east of the Military Mission Line, in that it will disrupt
the planning area established by the Department of the Interior’s Mineral Management
Services and the Department of Defense for use by the United States Armed Services for
military training and testing purposes.

BAY DEFENSE ALLIANCE

Ay /o

Tom Neubauer, President
September 5, 2008
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Mission Statement
To support and maintain the local military installations and their positive economic
contributions to the tri-county area while maintaining and nurturing the relationships with
the civilian communities that house them.

www.florida-edc.org/defense.htm
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