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Okaloosa County Military Service Members and Veterans 
 
 

Military 
 
In FY 2005, Eglin Air Force Base employed 8,032 military personnel and an additional 3,763 
civilians. There were an additional 7,188 military and 910 civilians at Hurlburt Field during the 
same time period.  A total of 19,893 personnel. 
 
In FY 2007, the military and civilian federal government workforce totaled 22,750 or about 
17% of Okaloosa County employment. 
 
The Fiscal Year 2009 military workforce was 24,385, or 25% of the labor force. 
 

 
Figure Table 1: July 2007 Economic Impact of Military Personnel Realignments in Okaloosa County, Florida; UWF Haas 
Center 
 
While the size of the total military force nationally declined by 32% from 1970 to 2006, the 
percentage change in Okaloosa County increased over 21%.   
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Veterans 
 
A 2002 Military Wage Study reported military retirement pay in Okaloosa County to be over 
$170 million annually, or about $19,819 per retiree.  That equates to 8,578 veterans in 2002. 
 

 
2007 veterans were calculated by county and retirees by zip code  

• Veterans 33,490 for Okaloosa.   
• Retirees for zip code 325** (Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa) is 31,367. 
• Retirees for Okaloosa 10,456+ 
• Total of 43,946+ veterans and retirees in Okaloosa County 

 
The census estimates the 2007 population of Okaloosa County to be 186,965; veterans and 
retirees represent nearly one quarter of the population! 

(Okaloosa County) 
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The solid green in the figure below represents the areas where more than 1,000 veterans 
reside.  The light grey area represents land owned and operated by the military.   

 
 
May 2009 Tri-County Retired or Separated Military Personnel 

� 80,629 Current Population 
� 3,390 Annual Population Growth 
 

County Veterans Retirees Annual 

Santa Rosa 21,642 5,843 645 

Okaloosa 34,634 10,401 2,711 

Walton 6,415 1,694 34 

Total 62,691 17,938 3,390 
Source: Dr. Rod Lewis, UWF Haas Center 

 


