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Definition and Fast Facts

i Remotely-Piloted Aircraft (RPA) and Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) terms are
often used interchangeably. RPA does better job of conveying that there is
always a pilot in constant control of the aircraft

u The number of Department of Defense RPAs has risen 35-fold in the past
decade, from about 200 unmanned aircraft in 2001 to over 7,000 aircraft in 2010

u In 2010, Air Force trained more RPA pilots than manned fighter and bomber
pilots, and projects need for 1,100 RPA pilots & air operations officers by 2012

i In Fiscal Year 2011, USAF will add 19 additional MQ-1A Predator and 26
additional MQ-9A Reaper unmanned aircraft to their aircraft fleet; 33% of all new
aircraft (45/137)

i DoD investing in RPA and sensor technology development at 67 universities
i Research funding expected to reach $227 million over next five years

0 Not just aircraft - other potential growth market areas include: Unmanned
Underwater Vehicles (UUV) and Unmanned Ground Vehicles (UGV)
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RPA Spectrum
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How Do Large RPAs Work?

Control from Anywhere in the World
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How Do Small RPAs Work?
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